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LEWISTON - A compromise proposed 
last fall by an attorney for the Lewiston 
Town Board is among four options being 
considered by the U.S. Energy Department 
for managing the former Lake Ontario 
Ordnance Works on Pletcher Road. 

The compromise was not one of the ener- 
gy department's original options, but was 
suggested a t  a public hearing by James J. 
McEHish, a Washington, D.C., attorney 
hired by the Town Board. 

He recommended removing the most ra- 
diocative material and keeping the re- 
maining wastes and residues a t  the LOOW 
site, which contains 16,000 tons of radia- 
Lion-contaminated material including ura- 
nium oxide and radium. 

The energy department, which owns the 
191-acre site, has included the compromise 
as  one of the following four options for 

managing what it calls the Niagara Falls 
Storage Site: 

Continue short-term storage of wastes 
at the site, but take no furthef- action. 

Establish long-term storage of the 
wastes a t  the site by improving the storage 
system or treating radioactive residues to 
reduce the potential contamination of near- 
by areas. 

Remove the wastes and residues from 
the site and transport them to other stor- 
age sites for radioactive wastes. 

Remove the most radioactive residues 
and leave the remaining wastes and resi- 
dues a t  the site. (Residues are  slightly 
more radioactive than wastes.) 

The energy department must offer for 
wblic comment a draft environmental im- 
pact statement on the options before mak- 
ing a final decision on the site. 

McElfish has urged the board to support 
the fourth option in order to avoid the 

choice between the extremes of complete 
removal or total on-site burial. 

According to an engineering study by Be- 
chtel National Inc., a government contrac- 
tor, moving all radioactive materials to an- 
other site would cost between $168 million 
and $241 million, depending o ~ w h e r e  the 
materials were taken and whether they 
were treated first. Previously, Bechtel es- 
timated removing the materials would cost 
about 100 million. 

Con f aining the wastes a t  the site would 
cost between $12 million and $41 million, 
and removing the most radioactive resi- 
dues and containing the remainder would 
cost $26-28 million, Bechtel estimated. 

In October 1982, Bechtel completed a re- 
port suggesting the site would be an ideal 
disposal area for other Manhattan Project 
wastes in the northeast. 

When Lewiston residents raised furious 
objections to that proposal, the DOE stated 

in December 1982 it would not consider the 
LOOW site a s  a nuclear waste depository. 

But residents protested again in August 
1983 when the U.S. government bought a 
large amount of wastes owned by the Bel- 
gian government, which was supposed to 
remove the wastes from the silo on the site. 

The energy department repeated its as- 
surances during public hearings on the fu- 
ture of the site in late 1983, but some Lewis- 
ton officials still a re  skeptical. 

"I am always suspicious of the DOE," 
Lewiston Councilman Alvin C. Ogg says. "I 
would hope they have given it up." 

Ogg says removing all the wastes would 
be ideal, but "I doubt if they will do that. I 
believe their argument will be that  it is not 
economically justified." 

"I certainly hope we can believe what 
they're saying," Councilman Richard 
Kolke says. "I would like to see the remov- 
al of the more dangerous material and con- 

tain the other material. It's not realistic to 
think we're going to have complete remov- 
al of all material simply because of the cost 
involved." 

The energy department is scheduled to 
release a draft  environmental impact 
statement on all the options in May, and 
make a final decision on whatto do with the 
site in 1985. 

If wastes remain a t  the site, final con- 
struction of the storage areas would not 
begin until 1986. 

"I'd like to see everything containerized 
and shipped - all of it," Lewiston Town 
Councilwoman Joan Gipp says. "We've 
had it more than 30 years." 

The LOOW site has been used since 1944 
for the storage and dispos31 of radioactive 
materials from the government's kVorld 
War I1 Manhattan Project, which led to 
development of the first atl mic bomb. 
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